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Regulation Rummy 
 

Learn about the Federal Regulations that protect Wetlands  
throughout the United States by playing a game of Rummy. 

 
 
Materials Needed: Packs of 3 x 5-inch cards to make deck(s) of Regulation Rummy     

playing cards.  Deck includes regulation cards, clue cards (which 
describe each regulation), scenario cards (project or activity 
description), and violation Cards.  Make several decks if the size of 
your class requires it.   

Copies of the Regulation Rummy Scenario Answer Sheet 
Copies of the Regulation Review  
Reference Materials 

 
Directions 
 

1. Review the regulations (Page 3) in enough detail to get a thorough understanding 
of each.  It is important to remember the key provision of each regulation.     

 
2. Follow the Instructions for Making Regulation Rummy Cards. 

 
3. The deck consists of regulation, clue, scenario, and violation cards.  One student 

serves as the scorekeeper/dealer, and refers to a copy of the Answer Sheet 
throughout the game.  All others are dealt the regulation cards (the entire deck).  
The dealer makes separate stacks of the clue, scenario, and violation cards.  

 
4. The starting player draws a scenario card from the stack.  If the player can match 

a regulation that would apply to the given scenario, the pair is laid down in front 
of the other players and the player draws another scenario card.  (“No Regulation” 
cards match scenarios that do not require regulation.)  Several regulations may 
apply to a given scenario; however, only one regulation applicable to that scenario 
is needed to make a match.  This continues until 1) the player can no longer match 
scenarios to regulations or 2) three matches have been made.   

 
5. If a player would like a clue to help match scenarios to a regulation, he or she can 

draw from the clue card stack.  If the clue card does not help, the player may keep 
it for help later.  If this is done, he or she cannot pick a scenario card until the next 
round. 
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6. If a player lays down an incorrect match, and the mismatch is identified by other 
members of the group, the player must draw a violation card.  The scorekeeper 
checks to be sure the match is incorrect.  The incorrect match must be identified 
before the next player takes his or her turn.  If a player declares a match incorrect 
when, in fact, it is correct, he or she receives a violation card.   

 
7. Each scenario/regulation match is worth ten points, and each violation card is 

worth minus ten points.  At the end of the game, the scorekeeper should point out 
any incorrect matches that may have been overlooked.   

 
8. The student with the most points wins.  Note:  There may be other nonwetland-

related regulations that apply to each scenario.  These are not discussed as part of 
this activity.   

 
9. Example:  A city wants to use federal funds to construct an airport within coastal 

zone management area.  This would affect a tidal wetland.  The following 
regulations would apply: Rivers and Harbors Act, Clean Water Act, Coastal Zone 
Management Act, NEPA, Executive Orders 11988 and 11990, and other federal, 
state, and local regulation not discussed.  If a wildlife study found a bald eagle 
nest on the property, the Endangered Species Act Would Also Apply.        

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Regulation Review 
To become acquainted with wetlands  

regulations, review the following sheets. 
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Regulation Rummy Cards 
Follow the directions to make Rummy cards.   
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Regulation Rummy Answer Key 
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